Wetland Investigation Worksheet

Observations:

Are all plants in the wetland the same type of plant?  If not, how many types are there?

Are they distributed evenly, randomly, in clumps or in a pattern?

Are some types always found close together?

Are some types never found close together?

Is the same amount of water visible everywhere?  Is the soil evenly damp?

Are some types of plants usually found close to the water or in the dampest soil?

Are some types of plants never found close to the water or in only the driest soil?

Use the back of this sheet for other observations that might help your team fill in the following table:

	Investigation Question
	Relevant Observation
	Inference – possible answer

	Where do you think the wetland begins and ends?  How can you tell?
	
	

	Does the wetland have a boundary or boundaries?  If so, what is it?
	
	

	What conditions seem to be necessary for the wetland to thrive?
	
	

	Where might the wetland be changing or experiencing destruction by nature or humans?
	
	

	What indicates that the wetland might be part of an aquatic food web?
	
	

	What indicates that the wetland might be important to aquatic and terrestrial animals?
	
	


